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OUR MISSION 
The Hamilton and Alexandra 
College is an internationally 
focused school providing an 
innovative and broad ranging 
education within an environment 
of Christian values, encouraging 
optimum achievement, fostering 
personality and equipping girls and 
boys with skills and character to 
enable them to thrive and flourish 
throughout their lives. 
 
 
 

OUR CORE VALUES 
Personal Values   
Respect, integrity, motivation, 
optimism, courage, resilience, 
enthusiasm, excellence, 
aspiration, honesty, humility, 
responsibility, self-esteem, 
individuality, compassion, 
patience, enjoyment, creativity 
General Values  
Success, community spirit, 
leadership, inspiration, 
sustainability, contribution, 
service, freedom, diversity, 
inclusivity, accountability, 
tradition, discipline, 
internationalism 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR LEARNING PHILOSOPHY 
Our learning philosophy is to promote: 

¶ A supportive, rigorous, challenging and productive 
learning environment 

¶ Independence, interdependence, engagement and 
self-motivation from the learner 

¶ Deep levels of critical thinking and application, along 
with creative thinking for innovation 

¶ DƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ 
include varying backgrounds, learning readiness, 
perspectives and developing interests 

¶ Assessment as an integral part of the teaching and 
learning design cycle to ensure application of relevant 
skills, knowledge and understanding 

¶ Learning programs designed to equip students with 
communication and collaboration skills required for the 
21st Century and to ensure students are globally 
connected and prepared for future learning, citizenship 
and work 
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Compulsory Study 
Students must enrol in English, 
Literature or EAL (English as an 
Additional Language).  

 

Recommendation  
6 subjects in Year 11 and 5 
subjects in Year 12. Students 
can choose to specialise or 
enrol in a broad course 
selection.    

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Minimum Requirement 
Students must satisfactorily complete 16 units, including at 
least 3 units from the English group and 3 sequences of Units 
3&4 in studies other than English. The school expectation is 
that students will aim for satisfactory completion of all the 
units they undertake. 
 
 
Studying a Unit 3&4 Subject in Year 11  
Students may study one Unit 3&4 subject while in Year 11 if: 

-They have attained a B+ average in the equivalent Year 10 
subject throughout Year 10 Semester 1  
OR  
-They have met additional prerequisite requirements that 
may be specific to the subject  
OR  
-The Units 1&2 sequence is not offered at Year 11 and the 
student has demonstrated a suitable standard for entry 
into that subject at Units 3&4 level 

Approval must be granted by the Head of Faculty and Director 
of Teaching and Learning. 
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COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

 
 

 

 

CLASSIFICATION of VCE & VET SUBJECTS 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



________________________________________ 
curriculum guide for senior years ς years 11 & 12 2018 

THE HAMILTON AND ALEXANDRA COLLEGE                     9 

VCE MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS 

 

 
 

  Requirements and Recommendations 
Solid lines indicate recommended pathways for most students 

Dotted lines indicate pathways that fewer students may take 

All VCE pathways are subject to teacher recommendation 

If unsure, consult the Head of Careers and your Mathematics teacher  

To keep your options open, undertake the highest level Mathematics 
available to you 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Tertiary pre-requisites vary from course to course and from year to year. It is ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
information from relevant sources. Interstate universities may not require prerequisite subjects, but will list specific subjects 
as Recommended Studies or Assumed Knowledge subjects. The level of Mathematics in each state will vary and will be 
named differently.  Again it is the responsibility of students to check details carefully. For details visit www.vtac.edu.au  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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SELECTING an 
APPROPRIATE COURSE 
The selection of 

subjects requires 

important 

consideration.  

 

  
 
It is essential that students make their decisions about subject 
choices in consultation with their parents, subject teachers, Heads of 
Faculty and the Head of Careers. When making decisions regarding 
VCE and VET subjects, students should seek guidance from the Head 
of Careers to ensure that subject choices are consistent with their 
career goals and/or keep their options open for their future after the 
VCE.   

 

SUBJECT SELECTION DATES 
TERM 2 June   

 
The VCE Curriculum Guide for the following year is available online through 
the SIMON Parent Access Module and the College website. Parents are 
encouraged to read through the relevant sections of the Guide with their 
son/daughter. 

 
Mid 
June  

Year 11 and 12 Information Night (for the following year) takes place in the 
MPAC and Subject Selection Forms are distributed. It is most important that 
all Year 10 and Year 11 students and parents attend this evening to receive 
information concerning the VCE, VETiS and subject selection advice for the 
following year. The Associate Principal, Deputy Principle Teaching, Learning 
and Curriculum and VCE subject teachers are available on this evening. 

 
 Mid 

June 
Year 12 Subject Selection Forms are due to the Deputy Principle Teaching, 
Learning and Curriculum. These are reviewed by Heads of Faculty and 
subject teachers. 
 

TERM 3 Mid  
July 

Year 11 Subject Selection Forms are due to the Deputy Principle Teaching, 
Learning and Curriculum. These are reviewed by Heads of Faculty and 
subject teachers. 

 
Late 
July 

Each current Year 11 is invited to attend an individual Year 12 Subject 
Selection Meeting with the Deputy Principle Teaching, Learning and 
Curriculum and the Head of Careers.  Parents are also welcome to attend. 

 
Late  
July  

Each current Year 10 is invited to attend an individual Year 11 Subject 
Selection Meeting with the Deputy Principle Teaching, Learning and 
Curriculum and the Head of Careers.  Parents are also welcome to attend. 
 

Mid 
September 

Year 12 subject selection blockings are finalised by the Associate Principal 
and the Deputy Principle Teaching, Learning and Curriculum. Every attempt 
is made to satisfy student requests for specific subject combinations. 
 

TERM 4 
 

Mid 
October 

Year 11 subject selection blockings are finalised by the Associate Principal 
and the Deputy Principle Teaching, Learning and Curriculum. Attempts are 
made to satisfy student requests for specific subject combinations, although 
this is not always possible and is dependent on the level of interest in a 
subject and the Year 12 blockings. For those students who may not have 
received all of their first six subject choices, meetings take place to consider 
appropriate alternatives. 

Mid 
November 
 

Year 10 and Year 11 students receive confirmation of their Year 11 or Year 
12 subject selection for the following year. 

Late 
November  

Students commence a VCE Step-Up Program that transitions them into their 
subjects for the following year. They are given homework to complete over 
the Christmas vacation in these subjects in preparation for a successful start 
to the academic year ahead.  
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ASSESSMENT & 
REPORTING 
At the Senior Campus we operate 
our reporting system through the 
online platform, SIMON.  

 

  
 
 
Such an approach provides parents with online feedback regarding 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ 
PAM (Parent Access Module) within SIMON, parents are able to access 
grades and comments as the learning unfolds. By doing this, we are 
ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
progress. This, along with Parent/Teacher/Student interviews at the 
commencement of Terms Two, Three and Four, offers transparency 
and opportunities for frequent teacher feedback throughout the year. 
Parents are encouraged to regularly log-ƻƴ ǘƻ t!a ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
academic progress.   
 
For each Year 11 and 12 VCE subject, students receive grades and 
comments that are based on the skill level and outcomes achieved in 
specific School Assessed Coursework (SAC) and School Assessed Tasks 
(SAT).  The scores for School Assessed Coursework and School 
Assessed Tasks in the VCE reports are un-moderated and should be 
used as an indicator only.  These scores may be adjusted by the VCAA 
using Statistical Moderation which is applied to all School Assessments 
conducted under the VCAA regulations.  
 
Reporting at the College also focuses on the learning behaviours and 
dispositions that have a profound influence on student learning.  Each 
ǘŜǊƳΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ethic, attitude toward learning and organisational skills.  Furthermore, 
a wellbeing comment is provided by the Mentor at the end of 
Semester One and the Head of House at the end of Semester Two.  At 
the end of Term Three, teachers also provide written advice regarding 
specific learning strategies and revision techniques for each student in 
preparation for the VCAA VCE end-of-year examinations.  
 
In practical terms, it means that academic reports are no longer 
written as summative accounts at the end of each semester. Instead, 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
profile and parents are able to access this information online from 
PAM at any stage throughout the academic year.  At the end of 
Semester One and Two, full pdf summaries (including comments) for 
all subjects are generated.   
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MEETING DEADLINES 
Students need to be well organised 
if they are to succeed in courses 
which require the completion of a 
wide range of tasks. Students who 
fall behind with one project place 
themselves at a significant 
disadvantage for the rest of the 
unit. Therefore, students must keep 
up with due dates.   
 
 

USE OF STUDY PERIODS 
in YEAR 12 
It is important to use these times 
effectively. They are times for work 
noǘ άǎǇŀǊŜέ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭŀȄŀǘƛƻƴΗ 
Year 12 students may use the 
Winifred Berry Information Centre, 
the Seniors' Study (Room 25) or 
Room 15 for Private Study sessions. 
 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Each VCE subject has a number of 
Learning Outcomes. Students must 
be able to demonstrate particular 
knowledge or skills for each 
outcome to complete a unit and 
individual teachers will provide 
details of requirements in their 
subjects. Satisfactory completion 
of the unit (that is, a statement 
that the student has demonstrated 
these outcomes) will be reported 
to the VCAA. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
For a student to reach maximum potential, regular attendance in class 
is essential. Students are required to attend all classes in units for 
which they are enrolled. There are times, however, when a student is 
unable to attend a class due to illness or a medical appointment, for 
example. Parents should provide a full explanation, either by note or 
telephone, in such instances. Excessive or unexplained absences will be 
pursued and contact made with parents if necessary. 

An integral part of the process for determining whether a student's 
work is in fact their own depends on regular contact with the teacher 
to discuss progress. It is the student's responsibility to demonstrate 
that the work handed in is their own work. This cannot happen 
effectively if a student is missing from class. 

Similarly, too frequent absence may create difficulties in assessing 
whether the student has met the requirements of the unit. It may not 
always be possible for teachers to arrange suitable methods of 
assessment if there are unexplained or excessive absences from class 
ŀƴŘΣ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ 
of successfully completing the unit. 
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SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK & SCHOOL 
ASSESSED TASKS 
Assessment tasks are tests and exercises designed to measure the level 
of achievement of students in various aspects of each study. They 
include essays, reports, presentations and tests. 
 
For Units 1 and 2, assessment tasks are designed by the teacher of the 
unit. Assessment tasks for particular units vary from school to school 
but they are the same for all students undertaking that unit at The 
Hamilton and Alexandra College. Assessment of levels of performance 
in Units 1 and 2 takes place within the school, based on criteria set for 
each assessment task. Students will be advised of the assessment tasks 
contained in Units 1 and 2 and the criteria on which performance will 
be based. Results for school assessment tasks are entered on school 
records only and are not transmitted to the VCAA. 

The level of achievement reached in each school assessment task is 
reported using a 10-point scale as follows: 

   A+, A, B+, B, C+, C, D+, D, E+, E 

If a piece of work fails to meet the criteria for grade E, the grade UG 
(Ungraded) will be given. If a task is not completed, the grade NA (Not 
Assessed) or NS (Not Submitted) will be used. Grades for these 
assessment tasks may be lowered if work is not submitted on time. 

In Unit 3and4 Studies, School Assessed Tasks or School Assessed 
Coursework are the forms of school based assessment. Coursework is 
work completed mainly in class-time and complies with information 
provided in the Study Design. Students should be made aware of tasks, 
their format and assessment criteria in advance. A numerical mark for 
Coursework is provided to the VCAA according to details provided in 
the Assessment Guide for each Study; students will receive results for 
each individual piece of Coursework completed although it must be 
realized that marks may be altered by the moderation process. Results 
will be moderated against performance in examinations and in the GAT 
(see below). School Assessed Tasks are tasks done in school to assess 
performance ς these are set and marked by teachers according to 
VCAA specifications and may be subject to a review process.   

Each study includes at least one examination taken under test 
conditions. These exams are set and assessed by the VCAA and several 
checking processes are in place to ensure marks given are correct. The 
College expects all students to remain in the examination room for the 
duration of the exam, unless illness intervenes. 

At Units 3 and 4 level, an overall Study Score is calculated out of 50 and 
this score is reported to students in December, and, following scaling 
processes, contributes to the calculation of the student's Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). The Study Score is also a ranking, with 
scores in the 40s roughly indicating that the student is in the top 10% of 
the cohort attempting the subject and a score of 30 meaning the 
student is around the middle of the cohort.    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL ACHIEVEMENT 
TEST (GAT) 
The GAT will be held in June. This test 
is designed to provide a check that 
schools are marking school assessed 
tasks to the same standard. It is used, 
along with the examination, to 
moderate school assessments. It is 
important that each student 
attempts to do his/her best in the 
GAT. All students at The Hamilton 
and Alexandra College who study a 
Unit 3 and 4 sequence are required 
to sit the GAT. If circumstances 
suddenly prevent attendance, the 
Deputy Principal should be notified 
immediately. Students receive their 
GAT result from the VCAA in 
December. 
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